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awareness for victims of crime, espe-
cially those of domestic trafficking 
victims that are arrested and treated 
as criminals when, in the case, they 
should be treated as victims of crime. 
We must make sure that the inter-
national and domestic victims are both 
treated as victims and both receive es-
sential services, and there must be 
services provided for them. We must 
also make sure that the victim in this 
case is rescued, that, as a society, that 
is the first thing we try to do is rescue 
them. 

As I mentioned earlier, it’s my un-
derstanding there are only about 50 
beds for minor sex trafficking victims 
in the United States and five shelters. 
We need to solve that problem and help 
those organizations that work with 
victims of crime have resources to 
house and treat and take care of those 
very special people. 

There are many organizations that 
are trying to help in the area of rescue, 
stopping trafficking of victims. I’d like 
to mention those before I finish, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Of course, I mentioned Constable Ron 
Hickman of Precinct 4 in Houston 
that’s working on the prostitution in-
volved in massage parlors and trying to 
prosecute the people who are involved 
in that, but also to rescue those vic-
tims that are very difficult to work 
with because they come from a culture 
where they don’t work with law en-
forcement. 

Another organization is the Arrow 
Ministries in Texas, the YMCA Inter-
national Services. Children at Risk in 
Houston does a great job. They do ex-
actly what their name says. They try 
to take care of kids, children that are 
at risk. 

Houston Rescue and Restore, Arrow 
Ministries, Redeem Ministries. On the 
national level, there are other organi-
zations: Shared Hope International, 
The Rebecca Project for Human 
Rights, Polaris Project, Catholic Char-
ities, Humanity United, World Vision, 
International Justice Mission, Vital 
Voices, the Coalition to End Slavery 
and Trafficking, Amnesty Inter-
national, End Child Prostitution and 
Trafficking, Free the Slaves, Not for 
Sale Campaign, and Break the Chain 
Campaign, and there is that great orga-
nization, RAINN, as well. 

Mr. Speaker, we, as a culture, as a 
society, as a country, as a people, I 
think that we are judged, we are judged 
as a people. The United States claims 
to be the world leader in human rights, 
and I think we are the world leader in 
human rights, and we should continue 
to be. Because we’ve been blessed with 
so much, we should try to protect the 
dignity of humans throughout the 
world, but especially humans here. 

But we are judged not by the way we 
treat the rich, the famous, the popular, 
the powerful. We’re judged by the way 
we treat the elderly, the weak, the 
poor, the children, victims of crime. 
That’s how we’re judged, not by the 
way we treat these other people. 

So I hope that we understand the ne-
cessity, the importance of taking care 
of our greatest resource, and our great-
est resource is children in this country. 
No matter who they are or what’s hap-
pened to them in their life, we need to 
take care of them, especially those 
young that, in the year 2011, become 
the slaves of someone else for money. 
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Let’s take care of this issue, Mr. 
Speaker, and stop this crime against 
humanity in this country and be the 
world leader. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
I yield back the balance of my time. 

f 

THE SPENDING PROBLEM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 5, 2011, the gentleman from Indi-
ana, (Mr. BURTON) will control the re-
mainder of the time, 33 minutes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of times people 
ask me why do you have a Special 
Order when the Chamber is not in ses-
sion and it doesn’t appear anybody’s 
paying any attention. We all have mon-
itors back in our offices, and many of 
our Members who are not in attend-
ance get a chance to hear what other 
Members have to say during Special 
Orders. It also allows us, if people 
across the country happen to be paying 
attention to what’s going on in Wash-
ington, it gives them a chance to see 
and hear some of the issues that we’re 
talking about. 

One of the things that really con-
cerns me that I hope everybody’s con-
cerned about is the terrible spending 
problem we have here in Washington, 
and that spending problem, and what 
that spending problem causes. When 
you spend more money and you print 
more money and it gets into circula-
tion, that’s called inflating the money 
supply. When you inflate the money 
supply, ultimately that means that ev-
erything that money buys goes up in 
cost. 

The trucks that transport our goods 
and services across the country have to 
pay for more diesel fuel, more for li-
censes, more for anything else; and all 
those costs are passed on to the people 
whose products they carry, and those 
people who make those products have 
to make a profit, so they have to raise 
the price of those products to the peo-
ple who buy those products, whether 
it’s a supermarket or a clothing store 
or whatever it is. Then when the con-
sumer goes to buy those products that 
are transported, they have to pay more 
for them; and that’s what we call infla-
tion. 

Now, we have, in the last couple of 
years, during the Obama administra-
tion, and the last part of the Bush ad-
ministration, passed a bailout bill and 
a stimulus bill that have cost, collec-
tively, close to $2 trillion. That does 
not cover the other programs that have 

been increased, thus costing more 
money to the government and the tax-
payer. 

Then just recently, because we had 
these terrible crises on Wall Street and 
the banking crisis that we’ve had, we 
had the bailout, which cost well over $1 
trillion when you talk about the inter-
est that’s added to it; and because the 
economy continues to founder and we 
have unemployment that’s above 9 per-
cent, the Fed decided to have what 
they call QE1, quantitative easing, 
which increased the money supply 
again by several hundred billion dol-
lars. And then we had quantitative eas-
ing, or QE2, which has raised the 
amount of money in circulation and ex-
acerbated the problem that we’re all 
facing today. 

So I’d like to talk just a little bit 
about how this affects the average per-
son. Mr. Bernanke, who’s the head of 
the Federal Reserve Board, said that 
we don’t have to worry about inflation. 
He said that, long term, the inflation 
rate is not going to get above 1.7 to 2 
percent. 

But let’s just look at what the aver-
age person has to pay when they go to 
the store or the gas station to buy 
products. Milk—and everybody drinks 
milk, especially if you have kids—has 
gone up 38 percent since last year. That 
means if you buy milk, for every dollar 
you’re spending it costs $1.38, as op-
posed to last year. That’s inflation. 

The price of sugar—and sugar’s used 
in cookies and cakes and all the things 
that we use on a daily basis, chewing 
gum, everything—has gone up 20 per-
cent since last year. That’s inflation. 

The price of corn, which is used in 
feed for our animals, it’s used in gaso-
line now, it’s used on a daily basis by 
people across this country, corn has 
gone up 62 percent in the last year. So 
for each dollar that you spent for corn 
a year ago, now it costs $1.62. 

And as of August, the cost of beef, 
hamburger, steaks, whatever you buy, 
went up 13 percent over last year, and 
that amounts to about 52 cents a 
pound. So when you go buy a pound of 
hamburger, it’s going to cost about 52 
cents more than it did a year ago. 
That’s killing the American people. 

They tell us we do not have inflation, 
and anybody that goes to buy groceries 
or any commodity that’s transported 
across this country is paying a heck of 
a lot more than they did last year. So 
when the administration and the Fed 
and the Treasury Department say we 
don’t have an inflationary problem, 
talk to your wife, husband, talk to 
your wife. Wife, talk to your husband 
when he goes to buy gasoline. 

And everybody knows that the 
amount of money they’re making is 
not keeping up with inflation. That’s 
why we have to get control of spending 
here in Washington. We have to get 
control of the entitlements. We have to 
get control of every government agen-
cy, and we have to get rid of a lot of 
government agencies that are not 
doing anything to really help our econ-
omy or our country. 

VerDate Mar 15 2010 02:59 Sep 14, 2011 Jkt 099060 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K13SE7.051 H13SEPT1jb
el

l o
n 

D
S

K
7S

P
T

V
N

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6128 September 13, 2011 
Take, for instance, the Department 

of Education. Everybody says, well, we 
need to have a Department of Edu-
cation. Why? Education is supposed to 
be conducted at the State and local 
level, controlled by the State and local 
governments. But we have an Edu-
cation Department, and what has the 
Education Department contributed to 
our society? The quality of education 
has gone down, down, down, to where 
we’re one of the least educated, as far 
as the quality of education is con-
cerned, least educated countries in the 
western world, in the industrial world. 
So the Department of Education really 
isn’t contributing anything except gob-
bling up an awful lot of our taxpayers’ 
dollars. There’s a whole host of agen-
cies like that that we need to get rid of 
because we don’t have the money to 
pay for them. 

And yet the President came up the 
other night and he spoke in this Cham-
ber, and he said we’re going to have to 
spend another $447 billion for a jobs 
bill. It’s the same old story being writ-
ten again and again by the administra-
tion. That’s what we tried to do with 
the bailout and the stimulus bill and 
these other things. 

Remember the shovel-ready projects? 
The President said, well, we didn’t 
have as many shovel-ready projects as 
we wanted to. As a result, we didn’t see 
anything except more and more unem-
ployment. 

Throwing money at the problem does 
not solve the problem. All it does is 
cost the taxpayers more money, either 
in taxes or in a hidden tax that they 
pay when they go to buy food, clothes, 
groceries, or gasoline to get to and 
from work; and that’s the problem that 
we have right now. 

The President has a socialistic Euro-
pean approach to government. He be-
lieves that government ought to con-
trol health care. He believes that gov-
ernment ought to control the energy 
sector. And if we pass what was called 
cap-and-trade, which would deal with 
energy and the emission of CO2 into the 
atmosphere, it would raise the cost of 
electricity and everything else that we 
use dramatically. In fact, he said him-
self during his campaign, or even be-
fore that, that cap-and-trade would es-
sentially cause the prices to skyrocket 
for energy, just another thing that the 
American people have to pay for. 

We don’t have the money in our 
pockets. People’s salaries aren’t going 
up. We’ve got a huge number of people 
unemployed. We’re paying unemploy-
ment to them on a weekly basis so that 
they can survive. They don’t have the 
money. 

But the government keeps spending 
and spending and spending, and we can 
no longer afford it because it’s going to 
hit us with higher taxes. That’s what 
he talked about right here last week: 
more taxes that we don’t have, more 
spending that we can’t afford, which 
leads to more inflation that people are 
feeling right now. 
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And if people don’t believe me who 

may be paying attention to this, and 
I’m talking to my colleagues back in 
their offices, talk to your wife or your 
husband when they buy gasoline or go 
to the store. The average inflation rate 
right now I would guess is somewhere 
around 13 percent, and that is some-
thing we cannot afford. It’s going to 
kill this economy and kill this country 
as the country that we’ve known all of 
our lives, and what we’re passing on to 
our children is a lower standard of liv-
ing than we’ve had, and we cannot af-
ford that any longer. 

What we need to do is streamline 
government, go back into our entitle-
ments—Medicare, Medicaid, and Social 
Security—and figure out better ways, 
not eliminate them, but better ways to 
solve that problem. This House has 
sent a plan over to the Senate that 
would do that in an efficient and eco-
nomic way and not bankrupt the coun-
try and solve that problem. 

We need to go through every agency 
of government, and if they’re not doing 
their job or if they’re not necessary, 
get rid of them, cut them out, reduce 
the size of government, cut govern-
ment spending. 

Then, in addition to that, we ought 
to do like Ronald Reagan did when he 
came into office and we had double- 
digit inflation; double-digit unemploy-
ment, and double-digit interest rates. 
It was actually as bad or worse than it 
is right now. And he came in and he 
said instead of raising taxes, as they 
said he had to do, because they said 
that would bring revenue into the 
Treasury, he said, no, we’re going to 
cut taxes. 

And the reason he did that was be-
cause if you raise taxes, you take 
money out of business, you take money 
out of people’s pockets, and that’s 
money they can’t spend. If they don’t 
spend, they can’t buy. If they can’t 
buy, we don’t produce. And if you don’t 
produce, more and more people who do 
the producing are laid off and are going 
to the unemployment lines. 

Conversely, if you cut taxes, you give 
business and industry more money to 
invest. You give individuals more 
money to spend. They can buy more 
and invest more, and we produce more 
because people can buy it, and that cre-
ates jobs. And when we create jobs, we 
create more taxpayers. And we went 
from $500 billion in tax revenue under 
Reagan to $1.3 trillion—almost triple— 
because we cut taxes and stimulated 
economic growth. 

This administration believes in more 
government control over our entire 
economy and our society, and that’s 
the reason we’re in the mess we’re in 
today, because government cannot cre-
ate something unless it takes some-
thing away. We can’t give jobs that the 
government creates unless we take it 
from you, the taxpayer, and that 
means either raise taxes or spend 
money we don’t have and print it, and 
that creates inflation, which is a hid-
den tax on everybody in this country. 

The bottom line is this country is in 
a very difficult situation. I serve as 
chairman of the Subcommittee on Eu-
rope and Eurasia. I’m going to be going 
to Greece in a couple of weeks. Greece 
has a socialistic economy. They’re 
going down the tubes right now, and 
they’re trying to find some way to bail 
themselves out. They’re raising taxes. 
They’re raising taxes on everything, 
electricity, everything they can. 
They’re cutting the benefits to the peo-
ple that work there because the bene-
fits have been too high and the govern-
ment can’t afford them. All of these 
things, the salaries are being cut. 

And what’s happening in Greece is 
it’s going belly up. And the effect of it 
is on all of the other countries that 
have investments in Greece, the bank-
ing, the financial institutions, all of 
them are really in trouble, and they’re 
talking about a potential domino effect 
because of the failure of Greece and be-
cause of the socialistic approach that 
they’ve taken. 

Italy’s in trouble, Portugal’s in trou-
ble, Spain’s in trouble, even France is 
in trouble because they’ve invested a 
lot of money through the financial in-
stitutions into Greece. The whole Eu-
ropean continent’s in trouble because 
of the socialistic approach to govern-
ment. 

The thing that’s kept America so 
strong all of our lives is free enterprise, 
the profit incentive for a businessman 
or a person to say, I want to make 
something of myself. And they open a 
gas station or a store and they work 
their tails off, and they have a chance 
to make their lives better. But when 
government starts taking over every-
thing, it ruins it. That’s what’s hap-
pening in many countries in Europe, 
especially Greece. 

So if any of my colleagues are paying 
attention on the Democrat side of the 
aisle or who are Independents or who 
are on the Republican side, I hope that 
you will realize the number one thing 
we have to do right now is get this gov-
ernment under control. 

We need to cut regulations so busi-
ness isn’t strangled by the regulations 
that are costing them more and more 
money that they have to pass on to the 
consumer or they have to fire people 
because they can’t afford them. We’ve 
got to cut taxes to stimulate economic 
growth, and that will bring more 
money into the Treasury, just like it 
did under President Reagan. And we’ve 
got to make sure that we eliminate un-
necessary spending in these agencies of 
government like the Department of 
Education. Get rid of them because 
they’re not doing anything except gob-
bling up our money. 

If we do that, we’re going to turn this 
country around, and we will remain the 
greatest country in the history of man-
kind. If we don’t, if we continue down 
the road that this administration is 
taking us down, moving us towards so-
cialism, toward government control 
over health care, energy, everything, 
then we’ll see the quality of life that 
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we’ve enjoyed go right down the tubes. 
It’s up to the American people, and it’s 
up to us in Congress to take the bull by 
the horns and deal with this. 

So I say to my colleagues, please, pay 
attention to what I’ve said tonight. 
You may not agree with everything, 
but if you’ll study the things that I’ve 
studied and look at what’s going on in 
Europe, you’ll understand very clearly 
that what I’ve said has merit, and we 
need to do it. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

f 

JOBS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 5, 2011, the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. TONKO) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. TONKO. Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 

It’s an important topic these days 
when we refer to jobs—jobs in America, 
jobs that we retain, jobs that we cre-
ate. 

The overwhelming issue right now in 
the minds and hearts of constituents 
across this country, I firmly believe, is 
about the dignity of work, jobs that 
need to be strengthened out there in 
number so as to provide for the oppor-
tunity for people to dream the Amer-
ican Dream, the American Dream of 
home ownership, of education for their 
children, of higher education pursuits, 
so as to unleash the skills and the tal-
ents and the passions of the next gen-
erations of workers. 

Training, retraining programs to en-
able the human infrastructure required 
as an investment in the work zone of 
America is an important aspect of the 
investment that we need to make 
through policy reforms and policy 
strengthening and resource advocacy 
that we could do here in the Halls of 
Congress, on the floor of the House of 
Representatives to enable us to fill 
those coffers with the quality invest-
ments that need to be made from a 
human infrastructure perspective to a 
capital infrastructure, and certainly to 
a physical infrastructure as we go for-
ward and allow this country to utilize 
its intellectual capacity, to use the 
brainpower of these United States to 
enable us to compete and compete ef-
fectively in a way that acknowledges 
that the jobs market, the jobs created, 
the jobs retained through advocacy 
here in Washington can speak to the 
ultimate highest priority that people 
have established for all of us who are 
serving, regardless of political persua-
sion or philosophical mindsets. 

As we serve this Nation, we can best 
provide for an outcome of jobs that are 
created in our society. There is no 
stronger need. There should be no 
stronger commitment. The President 
showcased that when he was hosted 
here in the House of Representatives 
with a joint session of Congress. And 
the room was filled. The gallery was 

packed as people witnessed the very 
passionate speech from the leader of 
the free world. 

As President Obama laid forth his vi-
sion, his plan, his initiatives, his goals 
for the American people, the House of 
Representatives and Members of the 
United States Senate got to hear first-
hand what that effort is all about. Peo-
ple listened with intent to move for-
ward with that blueprint for our fu-
ture, a blueprint that would strengthen 
our economy and have an impact 
across the world. 

We have this opportunity now to 
work in a multipartisan way in a bi-
cameral response to what the President 
has highlighted to be his plan for jobs 
here in America. 

I was happy to note that amongst his 
arguments, amongst his priorities hap-
pens to be the creation of an innova-
tion economy, a response perhaps to an 
innovation economy that finds us as an 
‘‘idea-ist’’ society investing in those 
ideas, investing in ideas that get 
moved along perhaps to a prototype 
that moves along to a manufacturing 
sector. 

b 1520 

I, before entering the Halls of Con-
gress, before being elected to the House 
of Representatives, served as president 
and CEO of NYSERDA, the New York 
State Energy Research and Develop-
ment Authority. It is nationally recog-
nized for its cutting-edge work being 
done in the science and tech aspects of 
high tech. By the way, in the district 
that I represent, the 21st Congressional 
District in New York State, much 
about the Capital Region and Mohawk 
Valley and Schoharie Valley of upstate 
New York have been dubbed recently 
by Brookings Institute to be the hot-
test territory, the strongest hub, the 
most active region in the country for 
green collar job growth. That’s a feath-
er in our cap; and if someone wants to 
see investment happening, it’s there in 
the Capital Region of New York. 

It took a partnership with academia 
and State government and Federal 
Government, yes; but it also was a 
partnership with the private sector, 
where great investments were made by 
the private sector in this high-tech 
agenda—in the science and tech agen-
da, nanoscience, semiconductor, ad-
vanced battery manufacturing. Now, 
that is somewhat clustering in its con-
cept to draw more and more start-ups 
and entrepreneurial efforts and work-
ers who are clustering in this way, with 
academia getting invested in the re-
search aspects. 

I mention that because the innova-
tion economy is something that re-
ceived high focus and an inordinate 
amount of attention in the speech 
made by the President. He understands 
and he has professed—and I agree with 
his assessment—that whoever wins this 
global race on innovation will emerge 
the exporter—the kingpin, if you will— 
of the global economy, the exporter of 
energy intellect and innovation and 

ideas that will enable us to, in a way, 
mimic the success stories of the space 
race—a global race that found fewer 
partners but found the United States of 
America being victorious. 

That all began, I believe, with a set-
back. Sometimes failure is a misunder-
stood gift. In this case, through the 
Sputnik moment, America, in its de-
feat, had to stand up and dust off its 
backside and commit with passion, as 
experienced with the words of John F. 
Kennedy, who said we’re going to do 
this effort of investing in the space 
race not because it’s easy but because 
it’s hard; and that attitude, that tone, 
that passion, that commitment, that 
resolve produced a winning moment, a 
winning moment when we were the 
first to achieve the daunting task of 
landing a person first on the Moon. 

As a Nation, we took great pride in 
that event that happened some 40-plus 
years ago. It was more than the magic 
moment of landing a person on the 
Moon and the infamous quote that 
talked about the giant leap for man-
kind. It was the unleashing of tech-
nology and untold aspects of our world, 
of our society, where technology 
reached communications and energy 
generation and education and health 
care, to name a few segments of activ-
ity out there. 

That was a profound statement made 
by America and her brain power, Amer-
ica and her will—her will to invest in 
her people and in a mission that 
brought us together as a Nation, where 
everyone joined in the efforts to fine- 
tune the best way by which to pursue 
that mission. What happened really 
raised America. Her leadership poten-
tial, her leadership recognition in the 
global community became profoundly 
enhanced, and it was not just tech-
nology entering these different seg-
ments of our society but of bolstering 
all these aspects, the different sectors 
of our economy, and of course impact-
ing not just for Americans but for peo-
ple worldwide the quality of life that 
we enjoy, the opportunity to strength-
en services, to be able to bring us to-
gether in almost a village capacity as a 
world simply because of technology. 

Today, I would remind my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives and 
our partners down the Hall in the 
United States Senate that we have 
that same moment, that same chal-
lenge, that same need to resolve with 
passion again, to go forward—to go for-
ward with a mission that allows us to 
invest in a clean-energy society, in a 
clean-energy economy into an innova-
tion agenda. Think of it. We have so 
many opportunities here. We have com-
mitted so many times over to public 
and private aspects of research and de-
velopment, of investment of research 
that leads to ideas or ideas that are 
built by that research to a greater ca-
pacity and then shared in a way that 
builds and develops the prototype that 
then creates the manufacturing aspect. 

We’ve seen it with the chips manu-
facturing in my district. Perhaps the 
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